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Members of the Governing body

I Shri Ashutosh Mukherjee
2. Dr. Tushar Kanti Halder
1. Shn Gopal Sharan Dwivedi
Dr. Fatick Baran Mondal
S Dr. Shaikh Sirajuddin
. Prof. Mala Laha
. Dr. Juran Ali Mandal
Dr. Debajyoti Mondal
). Prof. Chayanika Roy
| 0. Shri Bhabani Sankar Nayak
I'1. Shri Somenath Nayak
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President

Secretary/ Principal
Govt. Nominee

B.U. Nominee

B.U. Nominee

B.U. Nominee
Teachers, Representative
Teachers’ Representative
Teachers’ Representative
N.T.S. Representative
N.T.S. Representative
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Teaching Staffl
Principal : Prof. Dr. Tushar Kanti Haldar. M A., Ph.D.
Bengali Dept. : Prof. Dr. Tushar Kanti Haldar (Lien)

: Prof. Dr. Debajyoti Mondal, M.A., Ph.D.
: Prof Biswajit Mondal, M.A.

English Dept. : Prof. Chayanika Roy, M.A. (H.0.D.)
: Prof. Parimal Saren, M.A.
: Prof. Sunanda Roy, (Guest Lect.), M.A.
History Dept. : : Prof. Runu Ghosh, MA. (HO.D,)
: Prof. Bibekananda Sinha, MA.,
: Prof. Tapan Kr. Pandit, MA.
Philosophy Dept. : Prof. Dr., Juran Ali Mondal. M.A., M. Phil., Ph.D.(H.O.D,)

: Prof. Dipika Chandra (Guest Lect.) M.A.M. Phil
: Prof. Gargi Banerjee (Guest Lect.) M.A.

Mathematics Dept. : Prof. Dr. Sathi Mukherjee, M.Sc. Ph.D.(HO.D.)

Geography Dept. : Prof. Pavel Sarkar, (Guest Lect.), M.A.
: Prof. Moumita Gorai, (Guest Lect.), M.A.

Sanskrit Dept. : Prof. Sourav Dey (Guest Lect.) M.A.
: Prof, Paramita Dutta (Guest Lect.), M.A., M Phil

Pol. Science Dept.  :Prof. Subhransu Gon, (Guest Lect.), M.A.

Economics Dept. . Vacant
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Office Staff

—

12. Lakshmi Kanta Sinha : (Casual), B.A.

P =

. Head Clerk . Sri Bhabani Sankar Nayak
(Additional charge of Accountant) B.Com. (Hons.)

2. Accountant : Vacant

3. Cashier : Sri Somenath Nayak B.Com., M. Music
4. Clerk : Vacant

5. Office-bearer : Sri Susanta Kanta. Sinha, B.A4.

6. Office-bearer : Smt. Shefali Gorai

7. Sweeper : Sri Paritosh Bouri

8. Night Watchman : Vacant

9. Darwan : Vacant

10. Library Clerk : Vacant

11. Sri Subhankar Sen : Computer Operator (Casual), B.Sc.
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eal Deb Noaenyon Bandyopadhiyiny
Vice Clineellor

HANKIUIRA LINIVERSITY

Mo Campus, Bankurn ock-11
O Paranduepur, Dist: Bankurn
i 122055 (Went Bengal) Indin
Lrmmil: vebknigegminl com

Website: www.hnnkuruniv.ae. in

W™ November, 2018

MESSAGE

L happy 1o learn that Gobindaprasad Mahavidyalaya, Bankura is going to
publish the nextissue ol its Annual Magazine *BAI AKA",
L1

I warmly congratulate every contributor (o *BALAKA’.

I wish the release of the Annual Magazine o grand success.

. /
I'rof. Deb Narayan Bandyopadhyay
Viee Chancellor

Bankura University
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2% The Critique of pure Reason-@ ate- uf e i eiftaia o 1 wiom o
ey fen aum Bfaurgse anu, el @t dre fow eisfoe famy aga s
zewta 2 4 (Allthough all knowledge begins with us [rom experience
that means sense experience it does not arise from experience. ) -4
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A Gateway to Winter Wonderland - London SOJOUrn

(17th-19th Nov, 2017)

Chayanika Roy
Assistant Professor (English)

The warg
'London'
minds me of fo |
young maidep
who desired tq
traverse along }
the river
Thames, per-
ceive the gran-
deur of the

Buckingham Palace and hum
the childhood nursery rhymes
"London Bridge is falling
down....."As an English Hons
student the girl in me con-
cocted a vivid image of thiswon-  §¢ |
derful place in her inner eye and E :
visualized them in the golden |y
leaves of the classics. In 2010
when I first visited London my
daughter was only one year old
so she pestered for a second
trip as she could not capture be-

(G - S5-S5 9 559 o




= 2000

fore her tiny eyes the marvels of the
magical land. We chalked out 2
wecekend trip to London on our Wiy
to Portugal as our flight was from
Luton airport, London. When we
recached the Thames link metro sta-
tion and marched towards the Tower
Bridge we experienced a sudden
downpour and the transparent shects
of rain on the vast waterway en-
hanced its beauty and magnanimity.
A young woman was playing a mel-
ancholic note in her violin and the
~usic overflowed the rill filling up the void created by the current of the river.
\fier having a light lunch in the pre-booked hotel we headed towards the Brit-
«h Museum. The grand statues of mythology and other artifacts of yore beckon
e visitors and take them some centuries back. There are more than 7 million
‘iects that paint an interconnected picture of world's cultures and traditions.
e gigantic and miniscule works of art are really captivating and one seems 1o
cct lost in the labyrinth of relics. After the grand tour of the treasure house of
\nonledge we moved towards Piccadilly Circus and Trafalgar Square. The whole
- walkway seemed to be a cascade of light and sound; the Pre-Christian season
cnhancing its glitz and glamour. Next day we planned to visit Madame Tussauds.
+wax museum in London founded by wax sculptor Marie Tussaud. It is a major
wourist attraction where
neople flock together to W'}/‘ﬂ" T
visualize the exquisite MR *"I’IVJ# R, % e
heauty of wax statues of 5 I:.Q]\’b_DN EYE
popular personalities. f eniisar
Iussaud started her ca-
feer by making death
, nhmsks of the victims of
'henr:h Revolution and
In 1802 brought her
0w of 30 models in

e SRR N




T |
W London apg gai J

. Aing,
5 % rmpulant}'..ﬁﬁcrmhin
Ly &R, quick snaps “.ilfl
favourite life Size Slay
ues we made oyr Way ,II
the nearest Unde;.
ground station tq Hyg,
Park. The park is

walkway throv \'grl,.
dant and emeral, SUr

HYDL: PARK _ roundings reachi;.
Stl'aight_ t(_) thf.' Q“';_",-\‘q'\
Palace- the

Buckingham Palace, the official residence of British Royal family. Apart frop,
| the grand structure, embellished gate, fountain, splendid statues one should als; |
- experience the Changing the Guard C eremony to visualize the British pomp ang
- pageantry. A fantastic display from the crimson clad furry headed guardsmen s

really iconic. After seeing the regal resplendent residence we headed towards

the gigantic wheel which encapsulates London city as a whole. London Eye is

the 1allest Ferris wheel in Europe with a total height of 135 metres. The wheel
- has 32 ovoid passenger capsules and each capsule capacitates almost 25 pas-
- sengers. One can take a wholesome picture of the city and the views from the |
capsule are spectacular and brilliant. After the fantastic ride we had g sumpﬁj—’ |
ous meal in an Indian restaurant which comprised of lip- smacking biriyani.
Eating biriyani in an Indian restaurant in London is quite enthralling, the flavor
being exotic but essence truly Indian. If you are a globe trotter you will defi-
nitely find out Indians engaged as restaurateurs in foreign lands. This is because
the West is fascinated with Indian spices and curry. Another think which is note-
worthy is one should take long steps to explore the whole city, from leisurely
stroll along Thames to Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, Tower Bridge, Borough
Market, one should only stretch one's legs. Remarkable slices of history at
every tumn and the extravaganza of architectural modernism will never let you l"
visually exhausted when wandering through different places. Next day we had fI
an early flight to Portugal and [ almost Spent a sleepless night as ﬂa-\'ors and |

fervor of the city kept fluttering in my mind.
[ 2%-2F 8- 559 B N es1v arfaved
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Digital Rights of Children and Adolescents
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Abstract

In the present scenario, increasing number of children throughout the world are relying
on digital platforms, tools and services to learn, connect, participate, play, innovate.
work or socialize. At the same time, the digital divide increase inequalities in access to
information and knowledge, making it more difficult to socialize with peers and limiting
awareness of and the ability to use basic tools for life in every strata of the society.
Plummeting this gap sets in motion worthy synergies of social and cultural inclusion for
children and adolescents, facilitating skills development and generating lifelong
opportunities. Although the younger generations are linked digital community, inequalities
persevere among socioeconomic groups, though these have been tempered by
connectivity programmes in public schools. The current information may be used to
inspect the progress made and the gaps that remain in this area. The first step is to
provide children and adolescents with access to internet. They then need to be protected
irom the adverse effects associated with information and communications technolo gies
(ICTs), which must be uﬁlimdﬁ)rpm'posesnfmeaningﬁllleaming,pmmﬁngusas related
to the educational curriculum. Finally, it is emphasized that connectivity policies must be
linked to the implementation of children's rights in the framework of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

1. Introduction

The advent of science and technology and its increasing development has given rise to
modifications in every aspect of our life. In this perspective, digital devices have become
“nessential part of human life, and sectors such as:- education, economy, communication
and so on, are now heavily dependent on technology (Vandewater & Lee, 2009). Children
'f'fﬂur societies are steadil y obtaining digital knowledge even before school age, which is
"creasingly attracting debates on how they should be enriched with knowledge for the
S
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modemn world we live in. o

Computers, smart phones. social networks and Intemnet are now i"diSPeﬂSabfc |
aspects of children's everyday lives (Shifflet-Chila, et. al., 201 6). It was found tha int,.
United States. more than 90 percent of parents agreed that access to compuger, .
home will have a affirmative influence on their children's triumph in life (Jackson gy ail
2008). which make the parents more eager to expose their children to digital devic,. %
dYoung age. For instance, at the age of less than 4 years, children can independepy),,
learn how to use a computer, to an extent that serve their purpose; while, a toddler 15
capable of handling a computer mouse (Arsic & Milovanovic, 2016).

The investigative nature of contemporary children together withaccess 1o theg. |
digital devices has brought abundant opportunities, although these opportunities are nat |
available without risk of harm. The ways of encouraging these opportunities while ||
simultaneously preventing children from risk and harm needs to be developed rapid|, I
(Subrahmanyam & Greenfiel, 2008), although it is important that children are included |
in the development and implementation of policies, which can reduce a significan; |
percentage of this harm, as it can lead to more successful action strategy and the policjes |
will be more pertinent to children. Therefore, making the children more supple against |
harm and less susceptible, yet a huge number of policies designed and research conducted
on digital child right has to a great extent disregard or partially consider them as key
actors, hence confirming their anonymity (Halloway and Valentine 2000).

In this article digital children's rights have been reviewed in terms of framework
design and policies as well as understanding the gender differences, digital divides, access,
risks, opportunities and challenges.

Digital child right is defined as a debated concern with the rights of children in
today’s digital world, which is mostly inclined towards the need for provision, online |
protection and most recently, the right to participation. Digital technologies will refer to
devices that support the internet. Risk will be defined as a situation resulting from the
exposure to internet.

We have to engage ourselves by paying attention to children. We need to observe
their perspectives, and those of the practitioner or researcher, as not in op position but

standing together in the construction of conversation, in which there is mutual respect,
active participation and the compromise and co-construction of significance. Listening
to children and encouraging participation in study, evaluation, decision-making and
planning is important for many reasons, empowering children as learners, enabling them
to make preferences, express their ideas and opinions and develop a positive sense of
self to observe the benefits of their participation to society as a whole and for the
development of citizenship.

§. 5955 959 “’W
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| 2, The Convention on the Rights of the Child

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was adopted
- ynanimously by the UN General Assembly in 1989. It has since become the mosl
universally recognized intemational treaty, and that which guides the work of the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The UNCRC is the result of a 10-year collaborati® «
process during which the rights and the wording of articles were proposed and debatcd
by 80 countries. The result was a UNCRC comprising 54 articles outlining the rights 0!
all children.

To mark International Safer Internet Day on 6 February 2004, the UNICEF country
office in Spain presented a set of 10 rights and duties relating to information and
communications technologies (ICTs), which stressed the importance of encouraging a
responsible approach to access to and use of ICTs for informative and recreational
purposes.( Internetsegura.net, 2004)

1. The right to access to information without discrimination on the basis of sex, age.
economic resources, nationality, ethnicity or place of residence. This right shall apply
especially to children with disabilities.

2.The right to freedom of expression and association; the right to seek, receive and
disseminate information and ideas of all sorts on the web. The exercise of these rights
may be restricted only to ensure the protection of children against information that is
prejudicial to their well-being, development and integrity and to guarantee compliance
with the law and to safeguard the security, rights and reputation of other persons.
3.The right to be consulted and express their opinion in the application of Internei-
related laws or regulations pertaining to them.

4.The right to protection against exploitation, trafficking, abuse and violence of all kinds.
5.The right to personal development and education, and to use all the opportunitics
provided by new technologies for educational purposes.

6.The right to privacy in electronic communications. The right to withhold personal
data on the Internet and to preserve their identity and their image from possible unlawful
use.

7.The right to recreation, leisure activities, entertainment and play using the Internet and
other technologies. The right to have games and leisure activities free of gratuitous violence
and racist, sexist or denigrating messages and that are respectful of the rights and image
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other persons.
s-r & persons

2010 10 aggpen T8V the ightand the responsibiliy o provide their children wi Buidang,
9 The oy Armangements with them for n.ts*.[mnsihll: Internet use.
ol .:frm-“-cms of developed countries shall lll'lf]l!l"lillﬂi 1o cooperate wiph Othy,
I minn uc{htatc the access of their citizens, especially C"-'l'_dm“- to the Intemy ang
1 nologies for promoting their development, thus avoiding the creation of ang
€r between rich and POOr countries. !

10T i i |
macc'];cl nght 1o €njoy and use new technologies to move towards a heal thier, More
whi 't More united, fairer world that is more respectful of its environment apg in
1ch the rights of all children are respected.

3. " .
The Opportunities of Children's Digital Life from Rights-based Perspectiy,

‘ ildren's online rights. The followi g are the major advantages o; |
©Pportunities for children's and the adolescent's digital life: '

I.Access 1o information and knowledge through Internet in different places like home,
schools, cybercafés etc..

.2. Use of Intemnet facilitates skills development amongst young people and generates |
lifelong opportunities where the educational applications playakeyrole.. |
3.Low-cost data plans these days create a highly technology-and-media-saturated I
environment
4.Being online-whatever the device used, opens the door to a vast array of activities- |
like searching of educational content to purchasing personal interests, sharing photographs, F
contacting and communicating with peers, downloading music or movies or playing video
games online.
5. These activities bring about different levels of interactivity, highly active participation,
either alone or in groups. '
6.Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), when placed at the service of |
the fundamental rights of children, facilitate the exercise of their right to express an opinion, :
promote citizen participation and provide a conduit for their freedoms of expressionand |
|
|

information.

7.With the technological advances of Web 2.0, users are no longer passive listeners/
receivers and are able to create and disseminate their own content.

8.Children and adolescents can access messages from the mass media and from
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]i\’iduﬂls’ shﬂl'l-nEO]Jﬂ“DﬂS and inf(lfmaﬁnn and promoting dialogue. They cultivate ﬂ-l.c;r
__ersonal relations in a great vanety of formats, including text, photographs, audio
1 video- The cross-cutting nature of these practices democratizes the production and
ﬂ”-ltilhﬂﬂg"' of opinions, ideas and content, and increases participation and diversity on the
 (OECD, 2007).

‘:Jefbis also helps develop children's social and communication skills and encourages
" yivity and interactivity (Pavez, 2014).

0 ICTs facilitate children the acquisition of cognitive skills in the social, political and
L@nonﬁc spheres.

ink

4. The Risks/Threats of Children's Digital Life from Rights-based Perspective

The risks associated with the Intemet, such as the prevalence of content not suitable for
-hildren -including websites dedicated to pornography, sexual grooming of children by
Jdults or gambling- are hard to ignore. Apart from these, the following are the major risk
.ssociated with the children's/adolescent's digital life.

| With the advent of the digital life, it has become difficult to socialize with peers physically
and hence resulted in limiting awareness of/and the ability to use basic tools for life in
cociety for the young generation. Children and adolescents live in a virtual world. They
have innumerable friends in the social media, but negligible in the real life.

2 Although younger generations are connected digital natives, inequalities persist among
socio-economic groups, though these have been possible by connectivity programmes
in public schools in the region.

3.While cyberspaces offer children a way of connecting, they are not risk-free. More
than 50% users are prone to potential risk. Out of them more than 30% users are viewing
pornography, 10% had been contacted by an unknown adult. These impacts on children's
digital life are detrimental for the society.

4.Spread of ICTs has focused above all on entertainment and socialization, particularly
chatting and the use of social networks. From this many social problems may arise for
the adolescents; they may get involved or trapped in some unwanted situations by fraud
Pople or racket or by impersonations e.g., the games like the Blue Whale, MOMO
hﬂ‘-'c Caused much damage especially to the young generation. Children generally have
Eﬁﬁm and delicate minds and they believe others more than the adults. So, probability

dren/adolescents getting trapped by fraudulent digital activities (like, threatening,
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, to those for adults,
h‘“lﬁ“g- hﬂmssmml, blackmniling etc.,) 18 m('_'.l.I"E' mmw‘fuk on a child's hﬂr mn@l
common risk is cyberbullying, which constitutes an & don on the Righ ur
Feputation, as protected under articles 13 and 16 of the C0I1_‘4'Eﬂti - 'iﬁ qh}],__
Child. Cyberbullying involves persistent harassment, dﬁ“ﬁf:!:;jg" 4cy Violaig,,
exclusion or impersonations via the Intemet or other electronic uw Oy | |
individual or a group against a person who is unable to defend himself or herse (Smig, |
and others, 2008).

3-Risks associated with the Intemnet, such as the prevalence of content not suitabj f,,
children, like pornography, gambling etc. may damage the lives of the young generasi,,
Froma Very young age, children are getting hold of sm.m-[ l?hunes as aresult of which
they may fall prey to loss of concentration to their studies, irregular sleep cycle, shon
temper, argumentation with parents, blindly copying others and a sense of greedines;

6.“ﬁﬂeahmmdﬁalmdmggﬁngmmmingminschmh,thcadvmﬁﬂxhnm
means that they have taken on a new form. Speed of circulating messages toalarge |
Mmbasmﬂﬁdinaﬂuﬂdfmnofhmsmtbmhgonlhnpﬁminhm |
instruments for emotional destruction, |

- —

5. The Challenges for the Adults to ensure Children's Safe Digital Life

Technological devices are part of children's everyday life and have driven peer relations
beyond the realm of the classroom, whether to the benefit or the detriment of the members
of the school community. The foremost challenges for the adults lie in providing proper
guidance and care to the children/adolescents for living a safe digital life and enjoying
their digital rights successfully. The major challenges lie in:

I.In building digital capacities and strategies for online security and self-care, The UNCRC
(United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Chj ld) should serve as a guide for |
safeguarding children's/adolescent's online rights, |

2.Challenge to education system due to cyberby] ying,

3.Challenges are for those young people who are unghje (o defend themselves from
cyber bullying or becoming victim of abuse op e intemet i.¢., online harassment (eg-
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i rds to
defamation, the publishing of embarrassing photographs and the stealing of passWo

social network accounts).

T

guidelines and protocols on

4 Reflection is required on the role of schools In providing fits of technology

how to use the Internet safely in order to 1ake advantage of the bene
and nﬁnimimtlrrisksuﬂtoncacisethcirﬁghts.

5 There is a lack of information on parent's attitudes to the Internet use by their children
at home.

gbout the mediaand technology

6.Children are, in many cases, more knowledgeable .
to provide their children with

than their parents. Parents therefore are ill-equipped
guidance.

7 Schools must take necessary steps to provide proper guidance and tools to their students
on the beneficial use of the digital media. Policies on ICTs in schools have helped to
narrow the digital divide, facilitating access for students from the least privileged strata of
society.

8.An important goal isto make teachers digitally literate so that they can use this technology
in teaching/guiding his/her students.
9 Parents may be concerned about the safety and whereabouts of their adolescent son’
ter for which they may provide them with mobile phones. In that case they may
allow them restricted and guided use of intemet only in their presence. Children/adolescents
should be made to understand by their parents about the ill effects of continuous use of
internet and addiction towards social sites. Parents should guide their children properly
regarding the opportunities in their digital life for advancement in their career. If children
have passion for some particular subject area, then parents should guide them proper:
to explore in that field and in the process they should take advantage of the digital world

and ICTs.

10.Parents also have to take challenges in controlling their own digital behavior so that
their children can enjoy the digital rights with proper understanding of the situation. Parents
should not engage themselves in the digital world without spending enough time with their
children. They should take proper care of the homework of their children, otherwise
children may misinterpret their parent's behavior and try to imitate them. Instead of living
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gital world, children should also leam how to socialize with People gy
talk to them wi

th an eye-contact.

1. The Browing exposure of the new generations to technology poses great ch

for the education system. Students need to be taught in risk-free ways to br
Intemnet, taking advantage of the benefits of[mememechnolog?'_lo dcvclup and cxur.ci.q;
their rights, These skijls 8o beyond digital lteracy; they are cognitive and cthical Capicilics
that will permi the younger generation to develop and play a full and active rolc i, the
SOciety.
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6. Conclusions

: ain issues include integrating children's .'
nghts into al] corporate polici

they are taken into account. Then the next step is developing standard operating
procedures by the mobjle Operators for handling materia] on child sexual abuse by creating
a safer online environment that is appropriate to the child's age.
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