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Members of the Governing body

.Shri Hridaymadhab Dubey ~ President

1
2. Dr. Tushar Kanti Halder Principal/Secretary
3. Dr. Rajeev Kr. Jha Govt. Nominee

| 4. Prof. Prakash Kanti Nayek ~ Govt. Nominee

5. Dr. Arunava Chattopadhyay Nominee of W.B.S.C.H.E.

| 6. Dr. Shaikh Sirajuddin BankuraUniversity Nominee
; 7. Dr. Suchitra Mitra BankuraUniversity Nominee
8. Prof. Parimal Saren Teachers’ Representative

' 9.Dr. Sathi Mukherjee Teachers’ Representative
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Teaching Staff ‘
Principal Dr Tushar Kanti Haldar, MA L Ph.D ‘
Bengali Dept, Dr Tapas Mondal .M A Ph.D. (H0.D.)Asst Professor 5:

Prof. Debanjana Karmakar , M. A (SA( T-11) !

English Dept. Prot. Panimal Saren, M.A (1 1.O.D.)Asst Professor |
Prof. Sweety Roy (Rajguru), M.A. M.Phil. Asst Professor |
Prot Sarbani Bera . M.A. Asst Professor
Prot. Satabdi Roy . M.A_ (SACT-])
Prof. Medha Misra . M.A(SACT-1I)

History Dept. Prof. Runu Ghosh, M.A. (IH.0.D.) Asst.Professor
- Dr.Sumit Kumar Mondal, M.A., Ph.D.Asst.Professor
- Prof. Bibekananda Sinha, MLA., (SACT-11)
- Prof. Tapan Kr. Pandit, M.A.(SACT-11)
Philosophy Dept.  Prof. Amit Koley. M.A., M.Phil. (H.O.D.)Asst.Professor
: Prof. Gargi Banerjee M.A.(SACT-11)
Mathematics Dept. : Dr. Sathi Mukherjee, M.Sc. Ph.D. (H.0.D.)Asst Professor

Geography Dept. : Prof. Biswajit Talukdar, M.Sc.(H.0.D.)AsstProfessor
. Prof. Pavel Sarkar, M.A.(SACT-II)
: Prof. Moumita Garai, M.A.(SACT-I)
: Prof. Sumit Sen Modak, M.A.(SACT-1)

Sanskrit Dept.  : Prof. Sourav Dey M.A.(SACT-]) Dept.-in -charge
: Prof. Chandan Pai M.A.(SACT-I)
. Prof. Suprava Dey Kundu, M.A.(SACT-1])

Pol. Science Dept. : Dr. Mahuya Roy Karmakar, M.A. Ph.D.(H.0.D.) Asst.Professor
: Prof. Abbasuddin Mondal, M.A.(SACT-I)

Phy. Education Dept.: Prof. Arghya Nayak , M.P.Ed (SACT-1I), Dept.-in -charge

Education Dept. : Prof. Sanatan Sahoo, M.A.(SACT-I), Dept.-in -charge
: Prof. Bristi Mondal, M.A(SACT-1I)

Economics Dept. : Vacant
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Prof. Deb Narayan Bandyopadhya,
Vice-Chancellor

BANKURA UNIVERSITY

Main Campus Bankura Block - 1|
pO  Purandarpur Oist  Bankura
Pin 722 155 (West Bengal) Incip
Email - vebkru@gmall com
Wabsite - waw bankurauniv ac in

orkUd0202 T 20.05.2022

MESSAGE

I have come 1o know that Gobinda Prasad Mahavidyalaya is going to publish its college

magazine “Balaka”™ which will be a platform for the critical and creative expression of the
teachers and students of the college.

l_da welcome this splendid initiative. [ believe that the college magazine will work as a forum
for the exchange of brilliant ideas.

I wish the magazine all success.

ey

Deb Naraven Band
8 o0 ALY ETONONE
Vice Chancellor

BANKURA UNIVERSITY
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Office Stafr
1. Head Clerk (vacant) © Sri Bhabani Sankar Nayak 5.C'om (Hons) (casual)
2. Accountant © Vacant
3 (‘ashicr(vncant) : Sri Somenath Nayak B.Com., M Music (casual)
4. Clerk . Vacant
5. Oﬂ'lcc-hmrcr(vncanl) * Sri Susanta Kanta, Sinha, B.A. (casual )
6. Sweeper : Sri Paritosh Bouri
7. Night Watchman : Vacant
8. Darwan : Vacant
9. Library Clerk : Vacant
10. Office Staff : Sri Subhankar Sen , B Sc. (Casual)
I1. Office Staff : Lakshmi Kanta Sinha, B.4 (Casual),.
12. Office Staff : Priyanka Roy,Diploma Engineer. (Casual)
13. Office Staff :Amab Seth, B. Tech, (Casual)
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From the Desk of Coordinator, IQAC

The Gobinda Prasad Mahavi
Cell (IQAC) in 2014. The IQ
realizing the goals of quali

dyalaya had established the Internal Quality Assurance
AC being an integral part of the college works towards
ty enhancement by developing a system for conscious,
consistent and Catalytic improvement in different aspects of functioning of the
college. Since the birth of the college and establishment of IQAC the college had
covered a long distance. The college is now accredited with B+ by NAAC. When
the college was unfolding its wings to fly, the rhythm was somehow broken by the
Pandemic caused by Covid 19, During the pandemic the college had to face
some difficulties like other Institutions. As a teacher it's really very disappointing to
see the empty classroom, silent campus etc, But finally we got back the rhythm
of our daily activities. So, this time my dear students, my colleagues and all well
Wisher of the college are about to publish our college magazine BALAKA. I am
really very excited. I would like to thank the Magazine Committee as well as all

those who are engaged directly or indirectly in publishing it. From the core of my
heart I wish the success of BALAKA.

Parimal Saren
Coordinator, IQAC
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Covid-19 Pandemic

and the Digital Divide in Education

Sweety Roy (Rajguru)
Assistant Professor. Department of English

orovera year now the world is facing an overwhelming situation at the outbreak of
Covid-19 Pandemic.It has taken a toll on the lives of millions of people worldwide and
has laid bare the fragility and insufTiciency of the health care system and claims of
Jdvanced medical science we could boast of. But this is much more than a health crisis. Itis a
human. economic and social erisis. It has affected all segments of the population and is particularly
Jetrimental to the members of those social groups in the most vulnerable situations, continues
(0 affect older persons and persons with disabilities. It has been over a year since
«chools.colleges, universities across the country were forced to shut in the wake of Corona
virus Pandemic which has wrecked our lives. Among many other unprecedented threats which
this Pandemic has brought to the fore is the digital divide which has made Education accessible
and affordable only to privileged class of people. The Pedagogic dictionary (1967) defines the |
democratization of education as the “availability of education to as many as possible number of
children and the right to upbringing, education and schooling to all citizens of a nation, without
discrimination in terms of gender, language, religion, class and race.” If we go by this definition
then universal literacy and democratization of education, goals which it took years to achieve,
" have suffered a serious setback as a result. The “new normal’ in Education has introduced
ways of learning and has triggered many sociological issues which have come hard on the
heels. one of those is the increasing distance between education and democratic ideals.
India. the world’s largest democracy, has the largest education system with over 250
million students errolled in some 1.5 million schools and another 37.4 million students enrolled
in approximately 50000 Higher Educational institutions. The Covid-19 lockdown has suspended |
physical classes in educational institutions across the country making it imperative for the teachers
1o take to online mode of teaching- learning and assessment.
But this rapid shift to e-learning prompted by the Pandemic has resurfaced the long-
standing issues of inequality and a digital divide in India that must be addressed by future

economic, educational and digitalisation policies.
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Fechnological lieracy isa challenge that iy confronting both parents and students 4,

mostol them rely on basis phones and not Android phones which are required for online
classes and access 10 ¢- resources

AP 2002

Mobile connectivity is another major issue, especially in the hinterlands. In some areas
Mobile connectivity 1 harely enough to make phone calls, A high-speed internet connection
I required 1o access course material over the internet With patchy connections and the
constant buflering of videos kill the interest of students. The students log out the moment
vonnectivity s disrupted or the data pack expires.

Ina country where Rirls are often viewed as a burden and their education a privilege
the new found barriers have only heightened the challenges. Lockdown and lack of resources
have made it worse for young girls to study. Closing down of the educational institutions has
caused them to stay at home and it has increased the domestic responsibilities on them, as a
result the girls are Eetting even less time to study as they are compelled to invest extra hours
10 houschold chores, While the girls arc living under the pressure of getting married, lack of
m"“m“ Is forcing teenage boys to work as labourers and quit studies. Buying gadgets to
continue their online classes is next to luxury for students who do not even get one square
meal. Sometimes these students borrow gadgets from their neighbors to attend classes and
download study materials or submit their assignments, this dependence increases the problem
because if that neighbor is away for some reason or have some work to be completed over
phone and cannot afford to lend the phone, that particular student is deprived of attending
classes.

The problem which is facing ustoday has affected all of us on different levels. But we
should not be cowed down by the problem, We should stand united to pull each otherup
from this dismal condition, Analysing and criticizing the present order will not suffice to serve _'
our purpose of eliminating the peril. Solution must issue from the problem itself. We can take
up multifarious strategies to tackle the problem. Government should develop libraries for
cconomically weaker students from where they can borrow gadgets and later return them. |
Panchayats and communities should create groups in villages where they can be given tablets
with study materials already downloaded into it without requiring the internet connection.

- Government can help the students with free data packs to study. Community serverscanbe |
- created for students who can download content from these networks, For sure the pandemic
has created havoc in our lives. But it's the children and especially those from economically |
weaker sections who have felt the brunt without regular classes, without adequate digital |
- infrastructure the education of these children have suffered a big blow. |
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FEW NATURAL BEAUTIES OF TARAI-DOOARS BELT
Prof. Biswajit Talukdar

“Nature is the art of God”

If you are the type who loves going to offbeat locations then some places in West
Bengal you would definitely like to visit. Going to less crowded locations in West Bengal |
s a great way to have fun and adventure filled holiday and to explore places that lie off
the beaten path. So today 1 have listed the offbeat places of Tarai-DooarsBelt that you
 will really love to visit. |

A paradise for bird lovers and adventure seeking tourists, located an altitude of 1868 m
In the Kalimpong Hills of Darjeeling Dist, on the fringe of Neora Valley National Park, just
108 km from Siliguri via Kalimpong amidst the clouds, surroundings and facing the
Majestic Mount Kanchenjunga can be seen atop the lush green valleys. One can enjoy |
the beautiful range of snow peaks, the never-ending green forest and variety of birds

~ from this place. Enthusiasts can go for a walk on the jungle trail. The chance of coming |
across wildlife is quite higher here. A trek of 5 km will take to the beautiful Changey falls. |
Samsing: '

- Where small streams, natural forests, tea gardens come together to form a breath- |
 taking landscape is place called Samsing. It lies 18 km from the Neora Valley National
 Park. One of the places where many tourists stay overnight is Suntalekhola which is |
 about four kms further up the road from Samsing where the road ends close to a small |
' stream named on the place itself in the village of Faribasti, Flower gardens give this
' place amazing view, is common to almost all households and some households may
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low home stay for tourists. “Rocky Island nature resort' on the banks of river Murti
i another attractive tourist spot that lies 2 km from Samsing. Treks and accommodation
Jre arranged in :.r.mall Tents for overnight visitors in the surrounding area of the National
park. There is Tree Fern Point™ and "Mo" or "Mo Chaki' for a great view of the
Himalayas in one side and the plains of Dooars in the other where Trekkers can take
ride. Bhutan hills and Jelepla, the pass which connects Tibet with India, is also notable
lace to visit. Other places nearby are malbazar, chalsaandmeteli.

illery Gaon, a small village surrounded on all sides by tall pine trees, at a height of
about 6000 ft in the Darjeeling district. Located at a distance of around 8 km from

pedong and 5 km from 21 Miles, this sleepy village of New Darjeeling offers a magnificent |
Jiew of the Kanchendzonga. The shimmering silver peak and the serenity around
entice every traveler visitina the village. i
Takdah: ;

It is a small hémlet, at secret, becau yet t;{develoi:u as a fully-fledged
tourism place. Takdah is located at an altitude of about 4,000 ft and about 28kms from |
Darjeeling, yet far enough to be isolated, quiet and serene. |
The original name was pronounced as Tukdah', which is a Lepcha word meaning mist :
or fog. And the name is aptly given as the place often remains covered with fog. So
what can you expect? Misty meandering roads, chirping of the birds, nature trails
passing through dense forests, sound and sight of fountain streams coming down the

' slope of mountains every few yards you walk - this is what Takdah is.
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Lamahatta:

.'-

Lama in Lamahatta stands for Buddhist monk and Hatta for hut - @ rr_:onk's her;nzi;ak?:,
Lamahatta is located at an altitude of about 5,700 feet and at a drtc.tance E::h S
from Darieeling hill. It a small village where farming and cattle rearing are i Tair
sources of livelihood. )

It is a mountain village with vast stretching forests of dl'!upl& pines, va:st sﬂdetph of
beautiful manicured roadside garden and the magpnificent views of the peaks and rivers

around.

Tinchuley:

Tinchuley is a small mountain village (rather a hamlet) in Darjeeling district and located
at an altitude of 5,800ft, and just 3kms above Takdah. The word Tinchuley means
Three Ovens (i.e. Tin Chullahs). And such name to the village has been given because
of the three prominent hill tops that surround the place and which from far look like

ovens or chullahs. Tinchuley faces the Kalimpong hills.

If you love nature, the lovely views of the Himalayan range, like to see the meandering
Teesta flow through the mountain landscapes, enjoy tea gardens, orange orchards,
walking along village trails, watching birds, local culture, people and food, then this is te

right place for you.

Latpanchar:
It's a beautiful mountain hamlet offering stunning views including that of Kanchenjungé
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having wide range of bird & animal life as well as many different types of amazing
|anta[i0ﬂ5.

Latva”fhar,a‘;“a”‘-f’ f‘;:'“s the highest part of Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary with 2n
average altitude of a t:t 4,200 ft and about 44 kms from New Jalpaiguri. Since it's

part of the sanctuary, there is good chance that you will come across some wildlife

here like deg-r, bark_ing deer, wild boars, and sometimes even leopards and elephants
while exploring the jungles around.

A beautiful village at the foothill of Singalila National Park and having @ mountain stream l.
' passing through it. A paradise for the nature lovers, !
You can walk through the forest of birch, oaks and pine trees and enjoy the atmosphere. |

There is a river with the same name. Do fishing in the river; there are lots of trout fish.
Jorpokhri:

| Y s ¥
| - g

> Vi B &
p— - —— Ly (Pt d e Ea des
Jorpokhri is a tiny place on a hilltop and about 19 kms from Darjeeling town. Located at |
an altitude of 7,400 ft, the main feature of Jorpokhi is its twin lakes after which the |
place has been named. 'Jor' means two and 'pokhri' stands for a lake or water tank. |
You can often see large number of white swans swimming in the waters or strolling
around in the nearby area. Jorpokhri, however is not only about the lakes. There is a
lovely forest around full of dhupi and pines.In the water tanks you might be able to see
the rare Himalayan Salamanders that are small lizard like amphibians. One of the best
offerings of Jorpokhri is its sweeping views of the Himalayan snow peaks and the
Darjeeling landscape. On a clear day and from one side of the lake you can get
breathtaking views of the majestic Kanchenjunga peaks. On the other side you can |
| see Darjeeling and Kurseong town landscapes. !
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Nirmalya

Sarband Bera
Assistant Professor, Department of Faglis,

n a hot sunny dav in July, we were summoned to the B.D.O's office for
corrections in our voter identity cards, il any. 1t was only at the B.D.O's
complex where I realized that there were actually many! The cue trailed
R B.D.0’s office window across the Wel fields up to the steps of the office
ond where it took a sharp turn and reached for the Minority Welfare office building.
The sight of so many people al_such an L‘tlf‘l}’ hour maddened me and I felt like giving
i up altogether. It's better to 1‘1.\'0 as my father and let him be my son for the rest of
my life rather than tan myself into a boxer’s punch bag there in the sun. But soon, |
h.e;d the right frame of mind to go at least once through the cue in search of familiar
aces. We all do it and we all know why. Holla! I found a bunch of them trailing not
far from the B.D.O’s window. I rushed into my friends and started with huge apologies
for being late. ‘Ohh, it was the traffic in the roads. There are so many cars , you
know, during the office hours. You are bound to be late™. My friends knew what was
(0 be done in such circumstances and very soon, I was in. The disapproving eyes
dared not interfere for it was given out that I was expected. A thin and cranky aunty
would still inquire maliciously if we expected anyone more to which we hurriedly
replied with a bland ""No™ . That settled the issue.

Having got a place, I surveyed the scene. There were hundreds of them who
had accumulated there so as to help the Govt with correcting their citizen’s name.
address, father’s name etc in the voter id cards. I knew that this would take time as
was usual with the Govt offices and had more or less made up my mind to be patient
and resilient. The thought of having been privileged to wait less than what was due
made me all the more complacent. My companions prodded to and fro the B.D.O’s
office window, waited there sometimes foolishly as if to find fault with the clerks
‘proceedings and returned to their places with wry faces and expressions weird than
before. I amused myself with my phone trying to feed my snake as big as to capture
the whole screen but often failed and turned hither and tither to forget my lot.
Whenever 1 failed, I looked up at the uneven crowd trying to find something particular
that would interest me. Sometimes I too stared at the clerk’s table seeing nothing |
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and hearing nothing but staring incessantly as if the whole business of my life was t |
glare at others. The crowd made a jubilant show -there were women and children,
' young girls, girls with fathers and brothers holding umbrellas over them, there were
" men and voung boys- all clad in multiple hues. I particularly sighted a girl wearing a
blue salwar with jingling bells tied to her apron. The girl was lush black with dark
eyes overbowed by a pair of knitted eyebrows. She wore her hair in a bun on the top
ofher head that swayed side ways like the hood of a snake. The girl sulked often and
twisted her lips to eck off her frustrations perhaps and I liked the curves of her body,
It was one ripple of the waves. I eyed her once or twice but she rolled her eyes away
from me. She continued to wipe her face and fan herself with her apron which let out
' a joyous jingle every time she reached for them. Presently, I saw the B.D.O’s peon |
come up and hand out coupons to the next twenty in the cue. He collected the id
~ cards from them and went inside. The crowd jostled and clamoured for the peon but
was soon peaceful. ] waited my turn . There were at least another fifty of them waiting
before me. Another fifty might be lurking anywhere between us- resting perhaps
while others kept their count. They would burst into the cue at the most opportune
moment. I had to be patient. I kept up with the game and also stole glances at the gir|,
Every time I turned up from my game, I searched for her and noted her place in the
cue. Her lips curled in interesting ways- and I could read the entire alphabet in them-
sometimes a small but pretty U, sometimes a long drawn O, and sometimes a twisted
G. I continued to read her lips when I heard the peon call out names -’Balbulu
- Sardar...son of Murthy Sardar’. While the crowd chuckled inquisitive glances hither
and thither, a man from the crowd broke past the jostling crowd and hissed angrily at
' the Peon

“That’s not my name, idiot! You people make Bablu , Balbulu and make fun of

| people in front of crowds. You forget, I come here for the correction.”

At this the crowd broke into a suppressed laughter. These are very common
errors that govt officials make; in fact, they are so common that the masses have
long forgotten to be offended and still feel obliged to come and wait in cues in the

; sun for correcting mistakes that they have never committed. The second was 2
Nityananda Modak who said that the electorate office had blessed him with the
surname of his wife. He was come to keep the good name of his forefathers intact.

- The third was a Dutta Bishakha. I heard the peon call out the names and watched the
people go in with great interest. | always felt that names have a bearing on a person’s
general looks and character. I could never believe that people with names like ‘Kebla’
or ‘Hebla’ would ever be intelligent. They seemed duds by their very names. And s
when a pregnant cumbersome uncle went in, I wondered how he could be anyone but
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) bt He should have been called some other names, say...say L
lled when I heard another name- ‘Nirmalya Banik’.

he should be ca
| glared atan old man of about 65 reaching for the office window.

hrivelled face of this old man in utter disapproval. He cannot be

Lﬂ\fﬁ cleans

| ot8f o .Ba. ¢ can never be!
mrrﬂfi-‘m;l lya, this very name is a symphony and its every note a music. Nobody
NI irmalya. ..no, no body. We were in class VIII then. Like a blind man

" f‘.fr be ! . . . -
@ L osight. all things appeared so mysteriously beautiful and charming! Itwas
.o of all things NEW.. it was a phase of knowing oneself, of carving one’s

056 {
 heg
caressing one’s inmate thoughts. A gust of sweet breeze that

-f;eb"? aning

ity of loving and

o my hairs against my face would tickle me to smile and I would laugh out

?ud ” if in proud admiration of myself. A thom in the bush, a pebble by the stream.

12 onawing smell of wild leaves trampled under feet, or even the call of a distant |
g anything would be enough torun 2 sensational finger across my nerves and I |
;ouldn’t but respon ilderness. Yes, that was the beginning of

d to them with a naive wi
4reams and romance, and foremost among these was a longing for the unknown. 2
Losmopolitan love for all things around us. And so, it was quite common that we all
had penfriends; itw of connecting one’s inner |

as a means of exploring the unknown,
|f with the outer. More than anything, it was 2 matter of excitement, of fun and
Jccomplishment. It satisfied our adolescent pri

de of being someone important
comeone but then, it was also a lying contest altogether. The fact of distance and the |

shsence of a 4G network equipped us with enormous opportunities of lying about |
f twenty five to whose friend request ;

ourselves, at least for me. There was a man o
[ promptly posed as one without any brother and thus, enjoyed the warmth and |
cunshine of a loving and caring brother for some time although he and all his brotherly i

concerns seemed no more than disdainful unwanted sentiments. [ couldn’t, however,
carry on for long since I love my oW brother and wouldn’t have negated his presence
or traded his love, no, not for an ing in this world. And moreover, he threatened
me with impending proposals of visiting my place, leave alone thoughts of being
discovered someday. I ate up my fingers in earnest and stopped writing to him |
altogether. Nevertheless, I had a bunch of other pen-friends including Mimi. Neetu
 had someone named Amit and almost everyone had one or more. Our days started
with beautiful letters writ in coloured paper , all full of pics and stickers and all
throughout the day, letters were a constant preoccupation between classes. There
wasn’t a time in my life when I loved the scent of paper more than what I did then.
Days were running smoothly until one day Kavita chanced upon a young soul |
named Nirmalya. This person was a bor poet who could make poetry out of anything.
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In fact, he wrote with such case and grace that we all became an ardent admirer of b,
brilliance. 1 wrote a bit of poetry too but compared 1o his poems, my Iimcrigk\ |
_' seemed a ragged corpse that went a-begging, So beautiful were his lines, so sinuc;: !
. his feelings! We waited eagerly for his letters and very soon, he became a phcnumcnn; |
Ll school. We too developed a trend for shayaris and gazals. Books were bought anq
. sha_rcd and digged in all night for exquisite phrases and expressions that would bes)
- befit the budding sensations in our young hearts. Songs were translated into English

excerpts were copied and notes were made in advance. Newspaper cuttings, drawings

even advertisement pages and (aglines were collected and kept in store. Kavita was
- mad of him and so were we. Nirmalya was not hers alone. He was as much a part of
' our being as was Kavita’s for he stirred our innermost thoughts with longings for 3
' stranger unknown. He was our first tangible perception of a soul mate and we a||
 speculated how he would be - Whether he would flaunt a beard like poets, whether
" he would be wearing specs, or, whether he would be tall , fair and handsome like the
- princes of our childhood tales. Nirmalya would now appear like this and like that g
i the very next instant. Like an airy form without shape or size, he would tantalise yg
| with his very palpable presence. It’s strange how he could reach us only through our
senses. In the dark alleys, he would wait all by himself to chance upon us and whisper |
words of love into our ears. With every puff of breeze, with every move of leaves, he
would call our names in soft tunes. Oh! How we loved him. .
And then, after long intervening days, came the appointed hour. Kavita was to |
meet Nirmalya, her prince. We haven’t been so busy in our life time. We all saved|
money for buying gifts and other knick-knacks. Everyone had something to present
to Nirmalya or contribute in some way to this grand event in our lives. It was a dream
come true for us. Someone offered Kavita, her fairy gown that she received on her
previous birthday and one of my friends offered to accompany her to Sealdah from |
where she was to take a train to Kalyani. How fast time moved while these preparations|
were going on. On a Thursday, our Cleopatra set sail for her anointed prince. Al
throughout the day, I knew no patience. I was visualising events as if in anticipation.
“ What would Nirmalya say to Kavita? Would he propose her? No, he might
not for this is only the first of the several visits he is going to pay. Going through his|
letters it appears that he is a good guy. He might take time.” '
Thoughts and counter thoughts ran amok and wild across my mind as it suddenly
stopped to wonder- “What if he does propose to Kavita? Would he kiss Kavita?”
The thought of Kavita locked in the arms of her Nirmalya and her lips trembling
below his made me giddy.
“Ohh It’s a nasty thought!”

I
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 swallowed my blush lest anyone sees me through. The next day. | woke up at
.30 and couldn’t wait 1o g to school. My mother hadn't a word to complain of me
.'1:1 purried out of my h_ousc running almost all the way to school but when ] reached
| . | saw thatmy friends were more agile than I was. They were all waiting for
| gaivia The school gate closed at 8:30 without Kavita and that was perhaps the most
edious day | spent at school. Every period seemed Jong and dull and moreover, We
ouldn’t escape the anxious unrest lurking in our hearts. The intervening Saturday
T d qunday would be hard to bear. We almost ran to Kavita's house as soon as We
were out of the SCI'{UUI gate. We saw her mother from a (listance scrubbing a kadhai
hard 0D ground with ashes and detergent gone black from the soot oozing out in |
reams. We asked for Kavita almost altogether in a loud chorus. Her mother, much
qurprised at our tempestuous clamourings, asked in earnest if anything was amiss. |
She Was doubtful whether the teachers were angry with Kavita for any of her mistakes. |
To this, one of my friends promptly lied that there was to be a surprise test to be |
held next Monday and that we were all there to inform her so. Some moments passed |
. impatient silence and then I asked slowly |
« Aunty, isn’t Kavitahome?” .
ter mother lifted up her face to say- “She will be home by today. She had been to |
Kalyani to meet  friend. From there she has gone to her aunt’s. You know, her aunt |
Jives nearby.” '|
We gasped in bottled excitement. |
«Did she meet her friend?” |
1 asked with my breath trapped between my teeth. Her mother continued without |
lifting her face-
“Oh Yes! She did.”
With an air of pride, she washed off the cauldron to throw out a stream of
' black froth and continued-
" “How rich they are! How splendid! You know, Nirmalya had come in ared car. Oh
how fair! How beautiful! Almost as white as milk! She looked almost like a princess!

She wanted to take Kavita to her house....”

-

The rest of her words seemed lost in silence. I could hear no more. 1 could only
stare at the heads of the black stream scrambling for way among my feet.
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" India, i.e., the ‘mall culture’ and the ‘youths’ with some critical reflections, of course. The

Mall Culture and Youths in India
Dr. Mahuya Roy Karmakar

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

(u [{ul k..‘, as in the form of taste, art, manners, orientation shaped in a particular envi-
onment and favoured by social groups is one of the bases of any civilization. Time and again
s been changing its contents as and when the environment t s inthat has been changing: I
. social groups, accordingly, behave differently in different cultural settings. To support the
<atement renowned psychologist Lev Viygotsky can be referred who stated A mind cannot be
i of culture long back. Cultural attitudes of social groups are a vast aren (0 study;
its content relates to different aspects, position, views or perspectives. Itis worthy to study the
-culture’ of any social groups in relation o its youths, being the future and structure of nation.
This article will try to understand the relationship between a recently developed culture in

objective behind such study is to know to what directions the youth of the country is moving
rowards; does it have any effect on socialization; what are the worthiness of such aspiring
cultures: if there is any negative economic implications of this on their future days. With this
objectives in mind the article will try to establish its arguments on the basis of secondary
sources of information collected through news articles, different blogs and websites.

Mall, the new avatar of traditional market places, is a merchantile establishment representing |
leading merchandisers and includes eateries, parking areas, entertainment houses and other |
means of leisure and amusement. Due to the policy of liberalization the merchantile establish-
ment has bloomed to its best in urban areas of the country in recent times attracting the con-

surmers with smart options of hangout, lucrative offers, digital payment methods, large product
ranges help maintaining good and Iwxurious lifestyle. Not only this the malls become centre of
er friendly nature with convenience in shop-

attraction among peoples because of its consum

ping, easy return policy aﬁm“iﬂlmqu&sﬁonasmvidedbymmybmrﬂsinwmﬂsandwim
wide range of choices with lower to higher price levels and like this. The shopping behavior of
pmpkhwbanmmhgunmlhashemhﬂmmdalotﬁemﬂﬁshmmgmmhﬁofmaﬂ
mﬂrwmypmvidmgismmmmaﬁfeandmmvmﬂfmﬂmppingmm
and of course designed for people belonging different age groups. But researches and studies
show it is the youths mostly who constitute the major part of the consumers or visitors of malls

in the country;, i1 other words, malls be the most favoured and local destination of youths in the
country during festivities and in normal daysas well.
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Apart from being a place of commerce, malls are place to regenerate, revitalize, cmuﬂﬂinman
and o course socialization. The behaviour pattern among the youths in contemporary Indj, |g.
quite impacted by the newly developed mall cultures since the surrounding culture pattery, Can
easily influence the minds and behavior o fanyone. No-bargain policics. well mannereq
persons and interactions among the peers of similar class and interest also contribute lOwagy,
well socialization of visitors or consumers. With well-decorated cateries capable of giving; e
tal sumulation for being in a joy tul environment helps visitors to be relaxed and hangou .,
peers, colleagues and others. 1t is also observed that many cvenls arc being organized thesg!
days in the open spaces of malls to attract voung age visitors towards different things like |
educational and financial opportunities; official events sometimes taking place also in the Speg.
fiad places inside the malls. Youth also finds places of entertainment for their young kids whep|
they come either for shopping or hangout; young kids thus enjoy the company of their peer,
contributing to their socialization in turn. In that way malls in contemporary in India, has been!
contnbuting towands the socialization of the youths very well; and such exposure often leadi, |
to the added amount of knowledge in various fields as well. During festivities irrespective of
religion people are seen visiting and enjoying the delightful environment of malls in India, i
The worthiness of mall culture is a matter of debate now. From the above discussion it is quile?
clear to us that it cannot be said completely unworthy to be a visitor or consumer of malls. By |
at times such aspiring cultures leave some negative impact too on the young generations; like.
very young generation finds visiting and shopping at malls as status symbol where they bag mog
over valued branded items; it helps them show off that way. Spending excess times in those
places sometimes make people contribute less to other important areas of life like, education,
work, family and relatives, in turn, resulting in less growth in most areas and poor family rela-
tions. It really becomes difficult for average-income group parents to fulfill the increasing de-
mands of their young kids for expensive items in the days of increasing GST and other taxes. I
thus pinches the pockets of those parents and their savings too,

" Another drawback is this growing culture has posed some challenges to small business persons

- of respective localities by lowering the sales of locally made products. Thereby, small business

| men continue to struggle and try to compete with the giant enterprises. Again, a division inthe

| society could be seen between the lower and upper middle classes since the participation®!,

! people belonging lower middle class is much lower in terms of being consumer in malls tha?

i those upper middle classes. Such differences impact other social relations between these t"’*'“i

| classes also. Further, in recent times few stores in malls offer for sale of their products "
marriages as combo in which they advertise for most items that are in practice to be giver mi

| brides during marriages, like household items and are legally known as dowry. Consumers &°
attracted more towards offers and price values rather than the degrading social valgiﬂhﬂ
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the name of modernization people often move away from their own values and sometimes/
" traditions or roOts.

' Growing mall culture has another adverse impact on the young generations of the country. The
young generations with growing wealth has been the target of mall retailers mainly who are
' making every effort to satisfy their target group and the brand culture also contribute  lot in this
' process. Both cultures either ways affect the saving and spending habits of young generations.
With higher standards of living, more wealth and spending power this particular generation ofien
fails to understand their actual requirement level. They often spend more than their actual needs
and of course, it touches high when it comes to brands again. The spending behavior of people
' isthus impacted a lot and it highly affects the saving behavior also in tum. It is obvious now that
. the higher spending and lower savings habit poses threat to their future life in a very dangerous
- way especially during the times of inflation.

In addition, during Covid-19 pandemic the shopping malls throughout the country got a harsh

setback. Food, entertainment, retail shops remained shut down along with other segments in the

country. It affected the lifestyle of the youths a lot during that time; it also impacted the psycho-

logical wellbeing of the mall consumers and visitors adversely especially the young people since
- hanging out at malls were restricted. .

' To wind up the above discussed issue it can be stated that malls being the centre of business,
social interactions, cultural activities and entertainment has become one of the relaxed and
popular ambience of the young generations of the country in recent times. Mall attributes easily
succeeds in attracting the new young generations having more wealth and preferences for higher
standards of living and brands. Actually, with the changes in time and arrival of modemnization in
all most every arena a difference in lifestyle, taste and attitude among the people could be
observed. People are attracted more towards exchanging cultures. It is necessary it mention!
here that the development of such newly grown culture is the reflection of modemization, west-
ernization and globalization but one thing has to be kept in mind in the Indian context is the,
economic growth rate of the country is yet to reach the growth rates of developed countries.
Elseways, it might affect very adversely in near future the economic status of the contemporary|
young generations. However, it is mostly the youths of metros and developed cities who are
attracted towards shopping malls more; there are still youths who not into such cultures who
mostly belong to rural areas of the country. However, the changing patterns of behavior among!
the youths in terms of being consumer have both positive and negative implications for thc!
country as a whole. In times of inflation the emphasis should be given more on using less im-,
| ported items unless it is a very basic need; and here the youths can contribute towards the|
' development of national economic growth by cutting down spending on imported brandedj
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| . expccledtomakeabalanced |
- . - . nations arc
| items. To conclude, youths being the backbone m‘-'um here, the mall culture s0 that they mug :

" position when it comes to development of any cu‘ll. o ownousabout the implicatioy
| be capable of coping with any awful situation as It 1S not o s and youths being the
of lockdown in times of Covid-19 pandemic on the shoppIng

|
| consumers. |
|

|
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Some are born great, some achieve greatness and some have
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The Ultimate
SusantaSingha, College Staff

It starts with you and ends in you
The sun

That gives energy to all

The stars

that shine bright every night
the moon

that gives light to all

the flowers

that gives pleasure to eyes,
mind and heart.

The fruits

That meet the hunger

The air that is present everywhere
The want

That is priceless

But Birds

That make all cheerful

The tree

That teaches all to be patient
The River

That tells to move on in life.
Represents you, the only you
You. that ultimate
The never ending source.
Pleased to fall on earth
And
To get mixed with dust
Atthe end
And again waiting for
Another opportunity...
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Night
Sukla Rana, 2™ Yr.

Night is not about only setting of a day.
It means, returning of birds to their children
and exhusted human being to their happy home

Night is time of peace and calmness and
time to full asleep with all new dreams,
for stressless and successful tomorrow.

Night is the dark be out with stars and
Moon with rise and full of musical wind.

And it’s a pleasant voyage one day to another day.
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